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Actic

on likely against

Meghalaya varsity:
HRD minister

Press Trust of
| Shillong, June 7

The University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) may list the
controversial umversnty in
Meghalaya in its Web. Fnte for

giving fake degrees, Union

‘Minister for Humap “Re- 1
~sources Development M Pal-

lamRaju said here today.
2L thmgs stand, *UGC “
can do is to list it in.

‘site statmg that this is a uni-

versity of disrepute and giving

fraudulent degrees,” Raju told
reporters when they asked
about his ministry’s stand on
the alleged irregularities of
the CMJ university in the
State.

“You must have seen action
taken against ITPM. Smmlarly
we would be able to take ac-
tion (against CMJ Umvers:-

ty). We are encouraging
actions against that ” Raju
said.

However, to carry out such
action, cooperation of “the
‘State Government was need-
ed, the minister said.

2 {Statmg that the Union Gov-

Web =4 :

M.M. Pallam Raju

ernment is set to pass a Bill
that regulates the functioning
of the universities, Raju said.
“We are hopeful that in the
coming monsoon, we will be

able to pass the Bill.”

“To ensure quality, State
and Union Governments must
act in tandem, but the State
should respond faster in tak-
ing actions against institu-
tions doing malpractices,” he
said. = : :
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Govt plans ordinance to undo
SC ruling on AICTE powers

® nagendar.sharma@®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government
will bring an ordinance to
make it mandatory for pri-
vate colleges in the country
to seek the approval of the All
India Council for Technical
Education for running post-
graduate Master of Business
Administration (MBA)
and Master of Computer
Application (MCA) courses.

The ordinance will reverse
the April 26 judgment of the
Supreme Court, which had
stripped the AICTE of powers
to approve the MBA and MCA
has learnt.

The Supreme Court, in
its judgment had stated that
the role of AICTE was advi-
sory and “it had no business
to lay down standards for
the MBA and MCA courses,
since Parliament had already
enacted the University

THE ORDINANCE
PROPOSES TO AMEND

' THE AICTE ACT AND GIVE

MORE TEETH TO
THE TECHNICAL

Grants Commission Act for
the purpose.”

The top court verdict judg-
ment was a huge blow to the
AICTE which had made it
mandatory for 3,858 manage-
ment institutes (with 3.7 lakh
seats) and 1,937 MCA colleges
(with1.9 lakh seats) across the
country to seek its approval for
the courses.

However, the ordinance pre-
pared by the human resources
development ministry and
scrutinised by the law minis-
try, likely to be placed before
the cabinet soon, seeks to undo
the top court verdict.

“The ordinance proposes
to amend the AICTE Act, to
empower the council to effec-
tively take all measures and
actions necessary for coor-
dination and determination
of standards in technical
education in departments of
universities, constituent and
affiliated colleges,” states the
HRD ministry note.

The ministry has also sought
to clearly define the terms
autonomous college and tech-
nical institution in the AICTE
Act to remove any doubts
about these expressions to
avoid any complications in the
functioning of universities.

“The Supreme Court has
observed that universities, its
colleges, constituent institu-
tions and units are exempted
from seeking AICTE approv-
al....It is now proposed that an
autonomous college has to be
declared by the university and
so will be the technical institu-
tions,” the ministry stated.
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ass-ﬁbr reinorced gypsum demo building on IIT-M campus. — Bijoy Ghosh

Built in one month flat

IIT-M uses gypsum panels to put up apartment block

Our Bureau
Chennai, June 7
Four apartments on two store-
ys, builtin just 30 days. Will the
building stand? It will, built as
itis using glass fibre reinforced
gypsum panel technology.

The technology, says Bhas-
kar Ramamurthi, Director,
IIT-Madras, where the four
demo apartments have been
built, can be developed to pro-
vide good quality, rapid, sus-
tainable and affordable mass
housing in a short time.

NO BEAMS AND COLUMNS
According to him, the building

technology, that does not use .

beams and columns, took 10
years to develop and received a
grant of Rs 1.23 crore from the
Department of Science and
Technology.

A research team at IIT-M’s
Civil Engineering Department
developed the building using
pre-fabricated panels made
from waste generated by the

fertiliser industry. Buildings
up to 10 storeys can be de-

signed using this load-bearing

system without the need for
beams and columns.

Since 2003, the IIT-M re-
search team has been conduct-
ing studies on the use of these
panels as structural parts for
all components of the building.

These components were
originally developed by RBS
Australia for use as wall panels.

IIT-M’s team has done one
better. The research group ex-
tended the application of this
product for an entire building,
including floors, roofs and
staircases, significantly reduc-
ing the use of reinforced ce-
ment concrete. The team also
collaborated in developing a
water-proofing material.

This is essential for the du-
rability of the reinforced pan-
els, especially for roofs and
toilets, said Devdas Menon,
Professor, Department of Civil
Engineering, IIT-M. The cost

of constructing such a. high
quality building is Rs 1,250 per
sq ft. However, done en masse,

the cost can be reduced signif-

icantly as no there is no’ need
for plastering, Menon said.

WIDELY AVAILABLE

The panels for the ‘demo
building came from Kochi-
based FACT-RCF Building
Products Ltd, using reproc-
essed gypsum that is available
in plenty.

The flats, with a carpet area
of 269 sq ft each, are intended
for the economically weaker
section, and another two, with
a carpet area of 497 sq ft each,
can be built for low-income
groups. .

Inaugurating the building,
T.K.A Nair, Advisor to the
Prime Minister, said this tech-
nology can put a roof over the
heads of millions. The chal-
lenge will be to convince peo-
ple to adopt the technology.

raja.simhan@thehindu.co.in
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HT Bhopal

Prez to attend I1I'l-]
convocation today

HT Correspondent

® gditorbhopal@hindustantimes.com

INDORE: Friday is going to be
a big day for Indian Institute
of Technology - Indore and its
101 graduates as the President
of India, Pranab Mukherijee, is
going to grace the institute’s
maiden convocation ceremony
here at the Simrol campus.

All the necessary arrange-
ments have been completed
inside the IIT ahead of the big
day. Tight security arrange-
ments have been made by
Indore police for the President’s
visit.

II'T-Indore started function-

ing from the Academic Year
2008-09 in Indore. Initially,
the institute started function-
ing under the mentorship of
II'T, Bombay. Now, the insti-
tution is operating indepen-
dently from two of its tempo-
rary campuses at Institute of
Engineering and Technology
(IET) of Devi Vishwavidhyalaya
and another at Pithampur
Auto Cluster Limited (PACL),
Mhow. Permanent campus of
the Institute is being developed
at Simrol, 25 km from the city
of Indore.

During the ceremony,
President Mukherjee will
present bachelor of technology
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He will leave Ujjain at
4.40pm by helicopter and
reach Indore airport at
5.05pm and leave for Delhi
at 5.10pm by Indian Air
Force plane.

degree to 101 students belonging
to computer science and engi-
neering, electronical engineer-
ing and mechanical engineering.
According to the informa-
tion from institute, Ankit
Goyal, a student of electrical
engineering branch will get the
President of India gold medal,
an award based on his academic
and overall performance. The
institute’s silver medal will be
conferred on three students -
Abhishek of computer science
and engineering, Anamika Patel
of electrical engineering and
Reema Saxena of mechanical
engineering branches.



